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L ndocumented students fight against deportation—and win

Luis Nowva had never thought of ! the stucdents, “so they got in a van

himvsell as Meican, He mmigrased
o the United States with his
aarents as & twosyear-old and
grew up in Phoenix. where he
atended Amernican schools with
his Americon pecrs, lstening w
American music, and reading
Amerzan dooks,

"1 was never sure of my status,”
Navy savs of s lega! sanding,
He'd grown up in the United
Stores and had family members
who were citizens, sa it was
sy Lo farget, he says, But in
June 2002, ke encountered a
mue awakering,

Nava, then 18, was visiting
Buffalo, N Y with a groug ol
hizb-nehieving Hispenss students
o Wilson Charter High School,
raw Vickn AL Ramero High
Schaol, Tacated 1 one ol the
poaresl sections af Phoenix.
They were compeling in an
iteraatiany’ solur-powered
ol cempetion after placing
second moa sheewide contest.

“Cme of the wachers thought it
woud be fure 1o g0 see Niagara

“alls from the Canadian side of
e bonder,”™ <avs artoracy Judy

Flanagaa. who is co counsel for |
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and went over to Niagara Falls.”
Before crossing the border. how-
cver, the students” teacher
approached the visitors' center 1o
ask if their student identification
cards would suffice in getting
them across.

Instead of an answer, the stu-
dents got guestions. Four students
in particular—all undocumented,
including Nava—got nine hours”
worth. “They were sccosted by US

courl battle against their deporta-
tion—and For their futures.

“Completely Afraid”

Vicki A, Romero High School s
located in inper-city Phoenix, just
off of Van Buren Street near
Phoenix Sky Harbar International
Airport, a stretch of road Xnown
for ats high rates of prostitution.
homelessaess, and crime, The
school opened in 1998 1o fight the
high dropout rate of Hispanic

“Our job is to
educate whoever

comes in the door.”

— Jarw A0 Fencipad Wicke, A,

mmigratiom officials,” says Flanagan,
Dubbed the “Wilsen Four™ by
the media, Nava and his school
marcs Oscar Corena, Jaime Damian,
and YuRann Husooches were detaned
without warning and, <o their
atameys argue, without groonds,

What resulted was o three-vear

s Hegy Schood

students ot other larger area
high schoals.

The Wilson Four were part ol
118 Lirst graduating classes and
among its top-peclonming students

“Ihey were great kids @ school,”
savs Principal Jane Juliano, She
wits shacked when imaugiztion

ollresals in Bultulo cal 2d 1o el
her that the students were facing
deportation “That doy was @ total
nghtmare for evervone involved

Tuliano called an emergency
meeting with schise! affzials and
parents to nodress the problen.
“When 1 ined to talk to the imme-
gration people, they were <o
mimidating and threarening,"” she
suys. I talked w the supervisor
there, and | tried 10 explain that
they were just on a Geld wep, that
they weren't dewng anything wrong
She made this comment, Like,
‘Don’t send vour illegals to
me’ —very curt. very nasty,
very Irightening,”

Memnwhile, at Nuagana Falls,
Nava says. he and ks peers
were subjected e con‘using
guestions anc derogatory
commenls.,

“They were shocked and
upsel,” says atarney Marianne
Ganko, dicector ol immigra-
Lon services at Phoenix-based
Friendly Heuse, which provides
soctl services for g rants.

“When youTre thar young,
you don’t gxpect bad things o
happen o you. They were com-
pletely afrad.”



Prepared for the Worst
Fhree vwonths ches their detain-
vert, the Wilson Four appoarad
10 Phocnis cousineen 1a answer
be nnmigration charges pzaiast
hem. Their lawyvers asked for o
ontinuanee i erder w buld their
case amd ta wait—with fingers
crossed—for the timely passage
f e "DREAM AcL” federal leg-
slatien that wounld allow then
clieats w stay in the United States.
We needad 1o buy time For the
studerts,™ Gonka savs. Their
trocreys boaght them almaos:
throe vems, duning wheek time the
stucents prepared for the worst,
ey aciually weere prepanny
o leave.” Gonko says. Nava, in
et harriedd to finush 2 dezree a
vrzana State University watkin
theee years, baloce be would have
b bese e coamniry. ey were wall-
ool oy knew e waies sime

cncaw ol chones ey ' be anck,”

The stadents

e head on 1|'_- 21

case hinally came
N5, a5 they
Hled into court for what was o be
theis final smnmgration hearing
“I thought that our clients were
paing to have 10 ask for voluntar
departure.” Flanagan says. Rut
they didn’t. Alter a three-hour
hearing, Judge John Riclardson
threw oul the deportation cases
against the Wilson Four on the
grounds that the faderad govermment
viodated therr constitutional nghts

I search and seizure
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Chasing Their DREAM
Despite their victory, the Wilson
Four must continue their fight to
scay on the Umited States

“Nare of them bave poapers yet,”
Flanagan says, “They're still son
o in this limbo that they were in
when this case staned,” They're
joined. she adds. by thousands of

students qust ke them. The Urban

Institre, a socal policy research
group in Washington, DC, ¢sui-
muttes that 63 000 undocurmented
imougrants graduate from U8
lugh schoals every vear

“Sehaols don't ask of Kids lsave
their cinzenshep or nol.” Tuliane
suys, “That’s not sar job. Our b
s 1o educate whoeyver comes in
the dooe.” After thal. she stresses
students are on their own with
few options. "Teachers do then
best at educating all their Kids. not
realizing that once [the undogu-
mentedd ones] graduate they 're at
ntotal dead end ™

One pece of legislation could
change that, The "Development.
Relief,
Minors (DREAM) Act™ was firg

mtroduced in Congress three

and Education tor Alien

vears ago. I pussed, 11 would
allosy individaals whso were brought
to the United Stites as voung

childeen and who bave lived bere lor
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at least Dive yoars o apply for

legal resiceney i they entered the
country hefore taey were 16,
araduaie Lrom o LS. aiph sckanl
wnik pursue higher education o 2
career in the U1S armed forees
Nova has personally teen ph

bying lar the legislation as pat of

Cadens Comite. o 2rassrcols stu-

dent organizal:on 1o Aszom Pl

was lormed to promote passage
of the "DREAM Act ™ "These e
students anc ey ¢ good peeale.”
e says.

More thar that, Flanagan
adds, theyre Amerncans. “They
think of themselves essentinlly
as LS. ¢itizens.” she sovs,
“They exist in both cu tures,
until it becemes time o get a
driver's License and o jab,They
came [to the United States)
because thers tamialies were
lovsang fer o better life, They

need this,” e

The Wilzen Four (from lef) Jaime Dsmisn, Yokanz Huicoches, Lits Nawa, and Dzcar Corona cedebeats afler hianing 3 verdict in thelr favor
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