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Lincoln Park group seeks

fund 0

renovate Adams Park
S T

e

he Adams Park Advisory Council is tryin.g”tn raise enough

money to restore and renovate the park, above, 1919 N. Sem-
inary Ave. in Lincoln Park. (Photo courtesy of Chicago Park

District)

By MarT ALDETON
Carsaspondent

Amy Boyle has been taking her
children to Adams Park almost
every day for the last eight years.
In thar Hme, she has not noticed
any major improvements at the
park, even though the playground
equipment is  splintering  and
cracked and an unsupported slide,
she savs, i dzngerons for the kids.

own, the park hag become our back
vard,” Boyle savs. “As a mom, it's
abowt safety for my children, as
weil as for all the other kids”

For the past two years, Boyle
and a group of 10-15 local volun-
teers on the Adams Park Advisory
Council have been raising money
lo restore and renovate the park,
Iocated in Lincoln Park at [$19 N,
Seminary Ave.

Ag prwisioned, the renovations

“Without & back ward of our
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would  rcost  an  estimated
$600,000, Boyle says, which they
need to raise by the end of the year
for scheduling. The council hopes o
have e renovations completed by
Eare spring 2003,

To date, the group has mmised
$130,000, and the Chicago Park Iis-
trict has pledged to provide matching
funds of up to $200,000, according
to Maureen Belling, director of
Adams Park. H the group doesn't
reach 3200000, Ald Ted Matak
{32nd) has pledged 1o dosate enough
money 1o make up the difference.

Ar this level, the matching funds
would bring the tomt to $400,000.

This would mean the commuenity
would soil have to raise another
200,000 w0 reach the fall $690,000.
“Everyone seems t¢ come to it
(the park),” Boyle says, “and the
neighborhood seems 1o have a lot of
money. But we haven't hit ouwr goat
as quickly as we’d anticipated.”
Adums Park was established in
1902 on the propery of Congress-
man George Adams. The Chicago
Park District acquired it from the city
in 1952 and turned & into a sitz not
only for recreation, but for semmer
camps and classes. The rwo-thirds-
acre piece of land includes play-
ground equipmeant, a shelter house, 3
send cowrt and a playing field. In
1997, the Park Disttict installed an
nteractive children’s water feanre
om the park prounds, The playground

equipment, however, has not been
updated for nearly 20 years,

“The park hasn’t becn renovated
ir 18 years.” says Debbie Yapp, pres-
ident of the Adams Pask Advisory
Council, “Ft has a lot of equipment
that is ofd and not really working.
The bouscy things, for instance,
don’t boince.”

Among the improvemens the
Advisory Council hopes 10 make are
now playground equipment and b-
ber surfacing on which to build it,
The playground is ewrrently land-
scaped with wood chips, which Yapp
says splimter and pose a hazard for
children who may swallow them or
fall down on thep,

“Ti’s not unsafe, but there is safer
equipment out there,” Yapp savs. She
indicates that once the aging equip-
ment did become dangerous, the

Park Tistrict would simply remove

i, not replace it.

The councl has received gener-
0us support from he comrzunity, in-
cluding donations from the RANCH
Triangle Cormmunity Conservation
Association, which advocares for the
improvernent of life within the bor-
ders of Racine, Armnitage, and North
avenues, the Chicago River and Hal-
sted Street.

“T don’t think that people realive
it's the comumunity that takes care of
ihe park. They just assums our tax
dollars take care of it” Yapp says.
“They don't, is the botiom line, Hthe
comumunity doesn't renovare the .
park, no one will”

The commaunity can contribute to
the park’s restoration by purchasing
bricks or mfile tekets. Donations
may be sent to the Adams Park Ad-
visory Council 2t 1919 N, Seminary
Ave,; Chicago, IL 60614, For more
nformation, call the park at (312)
T42-T787.




