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The Urban Diplomat

Alfred Fraijo gets back to his roots bridging business and community development

in East LA

By Matt Alderton

East Los Angeles is known f Southern California’s most i ities. Real estate o

attoney Alfred Fraijo, however, is proof that theres more to East LA than the poverty statistics, sound THINKC. CREATE, ASPIRE
bites, and the deep ch culture, and conviction within

the community. JULY 19-22
REGISTER

A native of the Boyle Heights nei he grew violence but was shaped more by

his community's assetsthan its deficits. His father, a truck driver, and his mother, a Mexican TODAY

immigrant, taught b ing-class values like hard work, nd servi led

10 his earning a bachelor's degree from Harvard University and alaw degree from Loyola Marymount 2 O 1 4
University. Now a partner in the Los Angeles office of Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP, where

heleads the firm's real estate land use, and natural esources practice group, Fraijo has dedicated his LOS ANGELES
career to improving Boyle Heights and ities in the area. Hi CONVENTION CENTER

doing so—commercial real estate—is surprising, yet effective.

2014 ANNUAL CON
CO-TTLE SPON

It seems that you've succeeded, not in spite of where you're

from, but because of it. How did your childhood in East LA JPSGINGRAR K Co:

:v-”m MULLIN ‘shapeyou? s

CHSHEHEES My mother immigrated to the United States with my ,owvorA
100,000 grandmother, who was a farm worker, and my father was first- e
Population of Boyle Helghts, generation Mexican-American. My parents settled in Boyle
the Esst LA neighborhood Heights. It's a predominantly Mexican-American community e
where Alfed Folo rew p. thathas a raly neresting immigrant istory Forsversl [
44 acres ions, it was J ity i )
“The size of a plamed park over the United States, after Brooklyn, until it became LIDE_ESSUMMIT 2014

US Route 101 In Los Angeles.

e predominantly Japanese-American, and then, ultimately,

Mexlcan -American. I mention that because it was an
upbringing. It ity with a

rich history of diversity and transformation, which in many

ways s also my story. Because I grew up in a working-class
ity that was immi

experience, I have always identified with the struggle of being.

(e e ) disenfranchised and marginalized. When I think about my

o e 1 grandmother and how much she worked, I feel a sense of moral

$1 billion of new Investment In —_— . . .

e e obligation to make a difference not just for my family, but for

032 the folks who are in my community who came to the United

The capaclty of the historlc TCL States seeking a better opportunity for themselves and their

Chinese Theatre In Hollywood, children.

‘which underwent a

multimillion-dollar renovation, How did you decide that real estate be vehicle

legally managed by Fraijo In ;

o Jor affecting change?

Toriginally wanted to be a civil rights lawyer. I went to school
on a full scholarship to launch my career in that area. I then
got the opportunity to spend a summer working for a nonprofit
in the San Francisco Bay Area that was doing a lot of work

d justice. meto real andland use. 1 founda nexus
between i ocial justice, real estate, and i
justice is an important component of social justice in regards to some of the issues um are chn].lenslng

our The s in the urban

for instance, actually hinders the reuse of ized parcels

“That's what I'm currentlyfocused on in mywork as a eal state attorney: I take underutilized properties
and find new uses for them nd that
A ) d feel like: to choose between your clients’ dthose of

wmmumlms‘?

Right now there’s gentrification happening throughout Los Angeles. '[‘hm are economic developments
that be primarily working

and that's creating tension. Rather than being entirely opposed to genmﬁcxnnn or change, I've focused
my work with developers on using chang.s  tool for encwal within communitis thatare sruggling

y retail or by a lack

can providea eritical idents in
demographic and economic changes. As an expertin the area of real estate development, I have a unique
rolein that I'm abl 1 diff groups. 1 see mysefas an urban
diplomatin many ways, being. provi i ‘Dbusin
Can you offer an example that illustrates the kind of “urban diplomacy” you practice?
In southcentral Los Angeles there was a i ial site that was vacant. \y years. Along
with my client, I worked on a ired a publ ip. What we
ended up being able o do s a el ofthat partnership was ceatea new commercial center that has an
array of retail, 1—in an area that was vastly Obviously,
that project generated new jobs because it took a 1 itintoa

thriving, commercial center with shops and amenities and places for the community to gather.

ds i P life— free time
volunteering for organizations such as the Leadership for Urban Renewal Network and Friends of the
Hollywood Freeway Central Park. He ities in which you work?

Ifounded the Leadership for Urban Renewal Network along with other young professionals in 2008. It's
a multidisciplinary group of professionals working in areas such as community organizing,
redevelopment, real estate finance, and urban planning, The dea behind ourvision was: How do we

for ive i that could
communities? We work on issues, for instance, that support microenterprises at the local level, We also
adapt the traditional venture capital model to reinvest in small businesses in urban commun
Friends of the Hollywood Freeway Central Park is an organization whose sole mission is to b\nld apark
over US Route 101. ing a mile-long, 44- rk fthe
America. Our goal s to create open space for one of the areas that s the most park-poor in Calforsia.

Clearl, you'rea man with a mission. What's your message?

Weneed to cul ons to bring tobearin
ways thstare beneficll 0 struggling commmnites, Tknon therea  way o do that hecsuse ot every
day.
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